May 12, 2008
Dear Parents,

As we reach the end of the year, we will have several projects we will be finishing.  Our last project during our study of sound involves making an instrument.  Student will need to make their own instruments to demonstrate in class.  I included on the back of this letter an example of the scoring guide I’ll use when they present their instruments.  
The instrument may be made of cardboard, wood, plastic, metal, toy wheels, gears, boxes, sticks, or other creative materials.  The instrument needs to be able to make sounds with more than one pitch.  They will need to be able to explain how the instrument make sound and how to change it’s pitch.  
They can make instruments they can pluck, strum, bang, blow, or otherwise play.  I encourage creativity and decoration.  You can help make the instrument, but the design should be the student’s idea.  

We will present the instruments Monday.  They may being them early if they wish, so they don’t forget them.  This will be fun, and we will have a little class jam session after everyone presents their instruments.
Thanks,

James Sigler

Name ______________

Instrument Demonstration 

Scoring Guide

	
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Changed the pitch
	Explained and demonstrated how to change the pitch
	Explained or demonstrated how to change the pitch
	Changed the pitch but didn’t explain or demonstrate how
	Did not change the pitch of the instrument

	Described how the sound is made and received
	Described in detail how sound is made and how the ear receives it
	Described how to make sound or how the ear receives sound
	Described sound in some general way without details
	Made sound with the instrument

	Designed and constructed an instrument
	Instrument was designed by the student with decorative details and was carefully constructed 
	Instrument was designed by the student with decorative details or was carefully constructed
	Instrument was constructed by somebody
	Instrument was demonstrated

	Presentation
	Student was obviously prepared, spoke clearly, and stayed on topic
	Student spoke clearly and stayed on topic,  
	Student spoke about his or her instrument, but was unclear or unfocused
	Student spoke about sound


Total Score______/16
Grade ______
